Dear Parents/Carers,

                                 Welcome to a new term at Bishop Pursglove School and to Diamonds YR! I hope that you have had an enjoyable summer break and are looking forward to the new term. 

                        This letter contains important information about what your child will be learning over the term and tells you about important routines in Diamonds YR, so I do appreciate you taking the time to read it. Please keep it for future reference.

                        I am looking forward to teaching all the Diamonds! I have a lot of experience working with infant children. I am lucky to have children of my own, so I do understand a lot of your worries! My advice to you, if your child is upset on their first day or cries in the mornings is- don’t hang about. Give them a quick kiss and go. They will be fine, and we will ring you and let you know how they are, if you would like us to.
                        During the first Autumn Term our topic is ‘Me and My Community’. We have set up a house with a study to experience in the role-play area and I have planned lots of exciting, play-based activities around this topic. We may use the school app to ask the children to bring things in from home related to this topic. In the second half term, the topic will be – ‘Once Upon a Time’.  There will be two companion projects also of ‘Exploring Autumn’ and ‘Sparkle and Shine’. Your child will also have daily maths, phonics and literacy experiences. They will take part in P.E. twice a week. R.E. will be taught weekly. We will also teach letter formation/handwriting, music and e-safety. There is a lot to do in YR!
                       In the first term your child will be baseline assessed by me to find out where their strengths and areas for development are and what their next steps need to be. The information will be used by me for my planning and assessments and some aspects of this may be shared with you during parents’ evening. This is a statutory requirement and I have to submit their data. The assessments are screen based and are based around maths, literacy and language in the main. 
                        All primary schools are given free fruit as part of a government funded scheme in raising children’s awareness about healthy eating. This has become part of the morning routine. Children are given a piece of fruit as they go out to play. The children are all encouraged to try and eat this fruit as it aids the children’s concentration for the rest of the morning. If your child is allergic to fruit, or indeed any other foods, especially nuts, then please let me know. Please do not send your child to school with a snack from home. Children are not allowed sweets or nut products in school, including children who bring packed lunches.

                 All children under five receive free milk at morning break. On the day your child turns five, they will stop receiving it. If you then wish for this to continue, you will need to organise to pay for this. This milk system is not operated by school, it is an outside service and any communication regarding milk needs to be with the company, not with school. Information regarding this is in a separate letter which you got in your welcome packs. 
                        Our P.E. days will be Mondays and Fridays. Children need to come in P.E. kits on these days, not in their school uniform. P.E. kit consists of a white t-shirt, dark shorts and trainers (joggers and navy jumpers for outside wear). Please ensure that every piece of kit and school uniform is labelled clearly. They need to make sure they have a warm top and warm joggers for going outside in. I also advise trainers as pumps can get very wet in rainy weather. There is a jumper box in the classroom where children can leave uniform if they get too hot. 

                       A reading bag box will be situated in the corridor for children to put their bags in. It does make it easier for us if children have a Bishop Pursglove reading bag. This is because they are easier to find name labels on and they fit inside our box. They have Velcro on which makes it so much easier when we are reading with the children.
                        Children are not to bring toys from home. We have a playtime trolley. We appreciate you supporting us with the children not bringing in toys from home as it causes too many problems during the school day. We also ask that children do not wear jewellery of any kind.
                       Behaviour systems in YR- We use a Restorative Consequence Chart to support positive behaviour choices. This gives children the opportunity to reflect on any unkind or unwanted behaviour and to think about how they can make things right. Parents and carers will be informed if a concern arises that needs to be shared. We also have Lola’s lovely listener each week which is a reward for great listening and star of the week. Star of the week is awarded for a range of things. The star will go out in Friday’s celebration assembly. Parents will be invited to watch, they will get a certificate and a sticker. Parents will be informed by an app message on Thursdays. We also have Class Dojos and a marble jar. Marbles are accumulated over the term to gain a class treat. Dojos are accumulated individually and are used to get prizes. Dojos can be given by any staff member for things like tidying up, good behaviour, being helpful etc. You will be invited to join Class Dojo.
                       Reading books-All reception children will start with a book without words. They are for you to explore the pictures, the sounds and develop your child’s language skills as you read with them. When phonics lessons begin and the children are confident, they will get a reading book using the sounds they are learning. Once your child starts reading, an adult will regularly read with your child, so reading books need to be in school every day. It is important that books are shared at home with family and friends, not just at school. It is important for children to have a reading system in place at home from the start of school, even if you do not have a school reading book, reading a book from home/library every night together is a great place to start and gives your child a love of reading from their very earliest years. 
               Children will get a library book from school each week too. This is for children to share at home. It needs to be returned the following week in order for a new one to be issued. We will keep a record of which books your child is taking home. Reading book change day is Tuesday. Library book change day is Thursday. We will not issue new library books until old ones are returned. 
                 Children may bring a drink of water with them. This can be an extra drink if they already bring a drink with a packed lunch. The drink needs to be in a child friendly container i.e. children need to be able to get the lid off by themselves. Their drinks containers must be labelled. Sandwich boxes can be left on children’s pegs. Water only at lunchtimes please.
                 Reading bags and letters will be given to the children before they go home. Please check with your child that they do not have a letter in their reading bag as children are asked to put them in their bags. Children will be handed over to you when I can see the person who is collecting them. If your child is going to after school club, then please let me know in advance. Please could you also let me know if someone different is picking up your child e.g. a friend, relative etc. as I am not permitted to let your child go home with anyone who I have not been informed about. 
              I will use the school app, to make you aware of additional things which are happening in class, as the year progresses or to let you know of things we are collecting for lessons. 
             Myself and Mrs Bingham will be the main adults in Diamonds but there will be teaching assistants in the class too including Miss Hudd and Mrs Branch.  We will all be working together to teach the children. Please remember that we finish at 2.40 p.m. on a Friday and a prompt pick-up at 2.40 would be appreciated. Thank you.  
                Please could you let me know if your child suffers from asthma or if there are any medical conditions that I need to be aware of. We will need you fill out forms for this and provide an inhaler for school. Please remember that if your child has sickness or diahorrea, they must be off school for 48 hours after their last bout of sickness or diahorrea.
                 Everything you need regarding information will be on the school website. Please use this to find class information and see photos on the class pages. All curriculum information is on there too and lots of information about phonics. 
                 I hope that your child feels happy, relaxed and excited in Diamonds and they enjoy their time at school. If you feel at any time though, that you want to speak to me about your child, I shall always be happy to listen and discuss any of your concerns.             
                  Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I hope that your child enjoys being a member of our newest Reception Class.
                                                                        Yours sincerely,

                                                   Amy Mallender (Mrs) and Amy Bingham (Mrs).
