Our Three I s for our Early Years. B.P.S.
Intent
We are passionate about the Early Years at Bishop Pursglove! 
Our aim is to develop the whole child; every child’s uniqueness and potential! 
We are so lucky to have an amazing space to work and play in! Children have lots of opportunities to work within our calm and carefully planned indoor area and our exciting and continually developing outdoor area. We can also explore the fantastic space around the school building during walks where we can learn about the weather, seasons, our senses, our spiritual connection with the world around us and our responsibility to look after the world. 
We know that children bring with them their own interests, skills and experiences . We aim to find out what these are and help children to develop these alongside our exciting and engaging curriculum.  
We intend that children leave with all the knowledge and skills they need so that that are Y1 ready. We hope that we can be part of engaging a love of learning for life!
Our curriculum is exciting, engaging and rich in language. Children are enthusiastic about their learning and want to learn more. We understand that young children learn through play which is at the centre of our teaching and learning. We understand that the correct mix of both child initiated and adult directed play is essential alongside adult directed work. 
It is our intent that children will develop physically, verbally, cognitively and emotionally within their Reception Year.
Warm and positive relationships are very important to us alongside consistent routines from the start. We work hard to build these quickly with children. We want our children to feel valued from the outset and part of our whole school community. We work hard to build good relationships with parents and Carers alongside our children.
Everyone is different and develops at different rates! These differences are valued in our EYFS. Children learn to talk about these differences and be sensitive. Our provision is fully inclusive and we strive to identify children who need additional support. We adapt our curriculum whenever necessary and make adjustments when needed. We seek specialist help where appropriate to ensure that every child achieves success. 
Our team is committed to promoting a healthy body, healthy mind. We want to in still a positive mind set for our children, helping them to understand ways of regulating their emotions, not giving up and persevering in the face of new challenges. This goes hand in hand with helping children to understand how they can keep their body healthy with exercise, good oral health and healthy eating. 
We bring our school values into our learning every day – ‘reach higher, think deeper and love wider’. These underpin our curriculum alongside the British Values. We want children to learn that they are part of an amazing community, but also a huge world. We intend to help them develop the personal, social and emotional skills to be part of this.

Implementation
We prioritise creating a ‘language rich’ environment through the use of songs, nursery rhymes, stories and providing time for quality interactions between adults and between peers. Children are encouraged to become early readers through their enjoyment of books and the systematic teaching of phonics using ‘The Little Wandle’ phonics scheme. 

The curriculum is taught through topics, which are enriched with classroom enhancements and trips. Topics are supported by quality key texts. 

The EYFS topics have been carefully sequenced to provide progression through the year and ensure that children visit essential skills and knowledge. Each sequence contains a mix of seasonal learning and interest-led projects that cover all aspects of the EYFS educational programmes and provide a broad and balanced curriculum. 
Sequences of learning start in the autumn term with a settling project. Each term, the children develop their understanding of the world around them. 
In the autumn term, their learning is focused on their immediate and local environment. In the spring and summer term, children start to compare their local environment with a contrasting environment. For example, in Sunshine and Sunflowers, they visit local parks and gardens. Then in the summer term, they build their knowledge of the wider world in projects such as Big, Wide World. At this point, children are supported to compare their lives and locality with communities and places around the world. During the year, the knowledge and vocabulary introduced to the children becomes more challenging, as do the resources provided. 

Mathematics is a key part of our daily learning. We use rhymes, games and songs as well as indoor and outdoor learning within our ‘Power Maths’ whole school curriculum. We prioritise the importance of key mathematical language and developing the children’s use and understanding of this.

We use ‘Project Evolve’ to help support our work on E-Safety and ‘Charanga’ throughout the school to support our work in music. R.E. is taught in R.E. weeks throughout the school using the Derbyshire Agreed Syllabus and Understanding Christianity scheme. A Specialist Sports Coach visits the school twice a week to teach P.E. 

We are constantly developing our indoor and outdoor resources to ensure that children have good quality equipment and resources to enhance their play. Children learn through play throughout the day using the provision. This is enhanced weekly, and linked to our key learning for that week. Play can be child initiated or adult led. Direct teaching happens at different parts of the day and builds up throughout the year, preparing children for the demands of Y1.  

Within our curriculum we focus on the characteristics of effective learning, helping children to build  key skills like resilience, enjoyment of learning, exploring, solving problems and being proud of what they have achieved. 

We understand the importance of parental engagement and believe that our parents have a crucial role to play in their children's education. We work hard to create strong partnerships between home and school. Parents are able to view curriculum maps on our website to inform them of what their child is learning each half term and to explain how they can support this at home. 

As part of the learning and teaching process, children are assessed in relation to their progress towards Development Matters and the Early Learning Goals. These judgements are made on the basis of accumulative observations and in depth knowledge of the children acquired through ongoing assessment and the excellent knowledge teachers have of their students. These ongoing assessments are used to inform planning and next steps in teaching and learning for all children throughout the year. 
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Our Early Years Children enjoy school and want to come to school. They speak enthusiastically about school. They are confident and happy and have excellent relationships with adults and other children in school. 
Parents/Carers and the EYFS team work together in partnership so that learning can continue at home. Parents feel confident to talk to staff.
From their starting points they make good progress towards the National expectation for a Good Level of Development at the end of year. We work hard to ensure that children are ready for Y1. If children need extra support, this is put in place quickly and effectively involving outside agencies when there is need. 
Children can remember key knowledge and vocabulary that they have learnt throughout the year. Children are passionate about reading, phonics and books. They enjoy being outside, keeping their mind and body healthy. They are excited by the natural world. They play happily with their friends and are learning how to interact with others. They can use a range of tools effectively and safely. They can talk confidently with adults and their friends and know that what they say is valued. They love number, pattern, shape and space. 
Children’s characteristics of effective learning develop throughout the year. Our Early Years children find out and explore, are willing to ‘have a go’, to keep on trying, to be proud of how they accomplish something and solve problems. All these skills and more underpin everything they will go onto learn throughout their time at B.P.S.









