Dear Parents/Carers,

                                 Welcome to a new term at Bishop Pursglove School and to the Diamonds! I hope that you have had an enjoyable summer break and are looking forward to the new term. 

                        This letter contains important information about what your child will be learning over the term and tells you about important routines in Diamonds Y1/2, so I do appreciate you taking the time to read it. Please keep it for future reference.

                        During the first Autumn Term our main topic is ‘Childhood’. This is History based and looks at childhood in the 1950s and compares it to now. We will also have some companion projects too including, Art- Funny Faces and Fabulous Features, Art- Mix it. Science- Every day Materials and Humans. Design and Technology- Shade and Shelter and Geography- Our Wonderful World. This will take us up to Christmas. Look out for app messages asking for things for you to bring in from home. Your child will also have daily maths, phonics and English lessons. They will take part in P.E. twice a week and we will have weekly R.E. Children also have to have weekly E-safety, music, handwriting and PSHE lessons and practise reading x 3 a week. There is a lot to cover in Y1/2!
                         Year One/Two is quite a big step up from YR. It moves away from a play-based way of learning to a more formal, sat at desks style. Some children may find this difficult at first and some children will be ready for it. All children are different! I will do my best to meet your child’s learning needs. Your child will now be working on the National Curriculum. There is a lot more to cover especially in Maths and English and we have to work at a quick pace to get through everything! 

                       Our P.E. days will be Mondays and Fridays. Children need to come in P.E. kits on these days.
P.E. kit consists of a white t-shirt, dark shorts and trainers (joggers and navy jumpers for outside wear). Please ensure that every piece of kit and school uniform is labelled clearly. They need to make sure they have a warm top and warm joggers for going outside in. I also advise trainers as pumps can get very wet in rainy weather. There is a jumper box in the classroom where children can leave uniform if they get too hot. 
              Children are not to bring toys from home. We have a playtime trolley. We appreciate you supporting us with the children not bringing in toys from home as it causes too many problems during the school day. We also ask that children do not wear jewellery of any kind.
                       Reading book change day is Tuesday. You must return books on Tuesday. We issue new ones during the day and your child will return with a new book on Tuesday evening. Library book change is Thursday. New library books will not be issued until old ones have been returned. We keep a record of which books the children have. It is important that books are shared at home with family and friends, not just at school. It is important for children to have a reading system in place at home, reading a book from home/library/school every night together gives your child a love of reading from their very earliest years. 
             Please ensure reading book are in school every day as the children will be asked to read their books if they finish their work early. They will also need them to read to an adult during the week. This could be on any day!
             The main homework in Y1/2 is reading as in YR. I may give out some topic-based homework or some learning which I think needs reinforcing at home. This may be individual or whole class.
                    We will practise spellings for the week within school time rather than sending them home. Possibly, further into the year, I will start to send them home to learn too. 
                 Children may bring a drink of water only with them. This can be an extra drink if they already bring a drink with a packed lunch. The drink needs to be in a child friendly container i.e. children need to be able to get the lid off by themselves. Their drinks containers must be labelled. Sandwich boxes can be left on children’s pegs. Water only at lunchtimes please. If you want your child to have milk at playtimes, you need to contact the milk scheme and organise this. Please remember to notify school of any allergies. 
                  Reading bags and letters will be given to the children before they go home. Please check with your child that they do not have a letter in their reading bag as children are asked to put them in their bags. Children will be handed over to you when I can see the person who is collecting them. If your child is going to after school club, then please let me know in advance. Please could you also let me know if someone different is picking up your child e.g. a friend, relative etc. as I am not permitted to let your child go home with anyone who I have not been informed about.             
              I will use the school app, to make you aware of additional things that are happening in class, as the year progresses or to let you know of things we are collecting for lessons. 
             Myself and Mrs Bingham will be the main adults in Diamonds but there will be teaching assistants in the class too including Miss Hudd and Mrs Branch. We will all be working together to teach the children. Please remember that we finish at 2.40 p.m. on a Friday and a prompt pick-up at 2.40 would be appreciated. Thank you.  
                Please could you let me know if your child suffers from asthma or if there are any medical conditions that I need to be aware of. We will need you fill out forms for this and provide an inhaler for school. Please remember that if your child has sickness or diahorrea, they must be off school for 48 hours after their last bout of sickness or diahorrea.
                 Everything you need regarding information will be on the school website. Please use this to find information and see photos on the class pages. All curriculum information is on there too and lots of information about phonics. 
                 I hope that your child feels happy, relaxed and excited in ‘The Diamonds’ and they enjoy their time at school. If you feel at any time though, that you want to speak to me about your child, I shall always be happy to listen and discuss any of your concerns.             
                  Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I hope that your child enjoys being a member our newest Y1/2 Class!
                                                                          Yours sincerely,

                                                    Mrs. Amy Mallender and Mrs. Amy Bingham.
